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This month at Ellerslie we will 

add another service to our Sun-

day morning worship experience. 

That means we will have three 

services instead of two.   The 

first service will be distinctly tra-

ditional while the other two ser-

vices will be contemporary by 

comparison.  But make no mis-

take, though we are now a 

church with three services and 

two styles there will only ever be 

one way to worship! 

 

Why three services?  Why two 

distinct styles?  Some wonder if 

worship wars have gotten the 

better of us at Ellerslie.  I assure 

you, we are not adding a tradi-

tional service because we are 

losing a war, we are adding this 

service because we are commit-

ted to finding a way.  Our goal is 

for more people to worship, not 

less.   How people worship is not 

worth fighting over but finding 

ways for people to worship is 

worth fighting for!  

 

You see, worship is not about 

the time, the place, the style, the 

volume, the instruments, the 

slides, the hymnals, or the one 

leading the worship.  Worship is 

a reflection of the faith, hope, and 

love that reside within a personõs 

heart.  That a person expresses 

whatõs inside is what matters to 

God, not how he expresses it. 

The externals of our worship just 

donõt matter to God, not one bit. 

To Him, it will always be about 

the heart.  You could say that, to 

God, the height of our worship is 

measured by the depth of our 

love.   

 

The New Testament Greek 

word most often translated 

òworshipó (proskuneo) means 

òto fall down beforeó or òbow 

down before.ó  To actually fall 

down or bow down requires that 

the state of oneõs spirit and the 

attitude of oneõs heart be in a 

place of utter submission to the 

object of his/her worship.  And 

this is really all that matters.  This 

is why a believer can worship 

seven days a week, in or out of 

church, with or without music, 

individually or in a group.  This 

was the point Jesus made to the 

woman at the well in John 4.  

Worship is about whatõs true on 

the inside, not whatõs happening 

on the outside.    

 

Essentially, worship is conviction 

filled with affection born out of a 

response to truth.  Worship is 

about God and for God alone. 

His pleasure, not our own, is our 

only goal.  And so we must be 

careful not to worship anyone or 

anything but Him.  

 

I love Revelation 19:10 where John 

falls down to worship an angel and 

the angel tells him to reserve his 

worship only for God.  We are 

not to worship saints, prophets, 

angels, Mary, or music.  In fact, 

music has nothing to do with wor-

ship.  Music canõt produce worship, 

it can only produce emotion.  Mu-

sic is not the origin of worship, it is 

merely an expression of it.  And 

worship is far more than a song.  It 

includes praying, reading, meditat-

ing, fasting, singing, participating in 

communion, and serving others.  

Worship can happen through any 

number of activities providing that 

the heart and attitude of the per-

son are in the right place and fo-

cused on the right Person. 

 

So, it doesnõt matter if we have 

twenty services with twenty differ-

ent styles at Ellerslie as long as we 

never forget there is only one God 

and only one way to worship Him. 

Whatever service you choose to 

attend to express your love for 

God, do so with your heart full of 

truth, open to God, and ready to 

flow with praise for Him. 

 

I canõt wait to worship with you at 

all three services every Sunday.  

Bring your heart! Iõm bringing 

mine. 

 

Colin Green, Lead Pastor 
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