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So all Israel went down to the Philistines 
to have their plow points, mattocks, axes 
and sickles sharpened.



Saul chose three thousand men from 
Israel; two thousand were with him at 
Mikmash and in the hill country of Bethel, 
and a thousand were with Jonathan at 
Gibeah in Benjamin. The rest of the men 
he sent back to their homes.



Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost 
at Geba, and the Philistines heard about it. 
Then Saul had the trumpet blown 
throughout the land and said, “Let the 
Hebrews hear!”



So all Israel heard the news: “Saul has 
attacked the Philistine outpost, and now 
Israel has become obnoxious to the 
Philistines.” And the people were 
summoned to join Saul at Gilgal.



The Philistines assembled to fight Israel, 
with three thousand chariots, six thousand 
charioteers, and soldiers as numerous as 
the sand on the seashore. 



When the Israelites saw that their situation 
was critical and that their army was hard 
pressed, they hid in caves and thickets, 
among the rocks, and in pits and cisterns



One day Jonathan son of Saul said to his 
young armor-bearer, “Come, let’s go over 
to the Philistine outpost on the other 
side.” But he did not tell his father.



On each side of the pass that Jonathan 
intended to cross to reach the Philistine 
outpost was a cliff; one was called Bozez
and the other Seneh. One cliff stood to the 
north toward Mikmash, the other to the 
south toward Geba.



Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, 
“Come, let’s go over to the outpost of 
those uncircumcised men. Perhaps the 
Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can 
hinder the Lord from saving, whether by 
many or by few.”



“Do all that you have in mind,” his armor-
bearer said. “Go ahead; I am with you 
heart and soul.”



Jonathan said, “Come on, then; we will cross 
over toward them and let them see us. If they 
say to us, ‘Wait there until we come to you,’ 
we will stay where we are and not go up to 
them. But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ we will 
climb up, because that will be our sign that the 
Lord has given them into our hands.”



So both of them showed themselves to 
the Philistine outpost. “Look!” said the 
Philistines. “The Hebrews are crawling out 
of the holes they were hiding in.” The men 
of the outpost shouted to Jonathan and 
his armor-bearer, “Come up to us and 
we’ll teach you a lesson.”



So Jonathan said to his armor-bearer, 
“Climb up after me; the Lord has given 
them into the hand of Israel.”



Jonathan climbed up, using his hands and 
feet, with his armor-bearer right behind 
him. The Philistines fell before Jonathan, 
and his armor-bearer followed and killed 
behind him. In that first attack Jonathan 
and his armor-bearer killed some twenty 
men in an area of about half an acre.



Before Jonathan ever knew about 
David’s personal relationship with 

God, he also believed the battle is the 
lords. He too had a vital relationship 

with God



Be devoted to one another in love. Honor 
one another above yourselves.



After David had finished talking with Saul, 
Jonathan became one in spirit with David, 
and he loved him as himself. From that 
day Saul kept David with him and did not 
let him return home to his family. 



And Jonathan made a covenant with 
David because he loved him as himself.
Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing 
and gave it to David, along with his tunic, 
and even his sword, his bow and his belt.



Saul told his son Jonathan and all the 
attendants to kill David. But Jonathan had 
taken a great liking to David and warned 
him, “My father Saul is looking for a 
chance to kill you. Be on your guard 
tomorrow morning; go into hiding and stay 
there. 



I will go out and stand with my father in 
the field where you are. I’ll speak to him 
about you and will tell you what I find out.”



Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and 
went to Jonathan and asked, “What have I 
done? What is my crime? How have I 
wronged your father, that he is trying to kill 
me?”



“Never!” Jonathan replied. “You are not 
going to die! Look, my father doesn’t do 
anything, great or small, without letting me 
know. Why would he hide this from me? It 
isn’t so!”



But David took an oath and said, “Your 
father knows very well that I have found 
favor in your eyes, and he has said to 
himself, ‘Jonathan must not know this or 
he will be grieved.’ Yet as surely as the 
Lord lives and as you live, there is only a 
step between me and death.”



Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you 
want me to do, I’ll do for you.”
So David said, “Look, tomorrow is the 
New Moon feast, and I am supposed to 
dine with the king; but let me go and hide 
in the field until the evening of the day 
after tomorrow. 



If your father misses me at all, tell him, 
‘David earnestly asked my permission to 
hurry to Bethlehem, his hometown, 
because an annual sacrifice is being made 
there for his whole clan.’



If he says, ‘Very well,’ then your servant is 
safe. But if he loses his temper, you can 
be sure that he is determined to harm me



As for you, show kindness to your servant, 
for you have brought him into a covenant 
with you before the Lord. If I am guilty, 
then kill me yourself! Why hand me over to 
your father?”



Then Jonathan said to David, “I swear by 
the Lord, the God of Israel, that I will 
surely sound out my father by this time the 
day after tomorrow! If he is favorably 
disposed toward you, will I not send you 
word and let you know? 



But if my father intends to harm you, may 
the Lord deal with Jonathan, be it ever so 
severely, if I do not let you know and send 
you away in peace. May the Lord be with 
you as he has been with my father. 



But show me unfailing kindness like the 
Lord’s kindness as long as I live, so that I 
may not be killed, and do not ever cut off 
your kindness from my family—not even 
when the Lord has cut off every one of 
David’s enemies from the face of the 
earth.”



So Jonathan made a covenant with the 
house of David, saying, “May the Lord call 
David’s enemies to account.” And 
Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out 
of love for him, because he loved him as 
he loved himself.



While David was at Horesh in the Desert of 
Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to 
take his life. And Saul’s son Jonathan went to 
David at Horesh and helped him find strength 
in God. 



“Don’t be afraid,” he said. “My father Saul 
will not lay a hand on you. You will be king 
over Israel, and I will be second to you. 
Even my father Saul knows this.” The two 
of them made a covenant before the Lord. 
Then Jonathan went home, but David 
remained at Horesh.


